INVESTIGATIONS 


Disarray in assassination probe: 
"hundreds of unsolved questions" 


by Robert Katz 

Washington. It's not that anyone be- 
lieved that the House of Representa- 
tives with its ponderous ways and pro- 
pensity for leaks was the best govern- 
mental body to investigate the assas- 
sinations of John F. Kennedy and 
Martin Luther King. But with Lee 
Harvey Oswald long dead, James Earl 
Ray in silence behind bars, the Warren 
Report discredited, and the FBI in dis- 
repute, the House inherited this investi- 
gation almost by default. People 
wanted answers and no one else in 
officialdom was willing to take a stab at 
providing them, so last September the 
House set up the Select Committee on 
Assassinations. 

The committee's infancy has been a 
rocky one, and the resignation last week 
of chairman Henry Gonzalez (D-Tx) 
may signal its end as the March 31 dead- 
line for Congressional reevaluation ap- 
proaches. ^ 

The trauma within the select commit- 
tee came as no surprise to conspiracy re- 
searchers who have long claimed that 
the assassination cases are too ex- 
plosive to receive honest inspection by 
the government, but the sudden turn- 
around by Gonzalez, an ardent advocate 
of the new investigation, left even 
moderate Capitol Hill observers 
groping for an explanation. “I never be- 
lieved in conspiracies,” said one com- 
mittee aide, “until now.” 

Criticism of the committee began in 
December, when its chief counsel 
Richard Sprague, announced a pro- 
posed $6.5 million budget. Sprague's 
controversial request for polygraph ma- 
chines and psychological stress evalu- 
ators, which attempt to ascertain if a 
witness is lying by testing tape-re- 
corded testimony for stress, provided 
opponents of the investigation with a 
convenient pretext to complain about 
constitutional violations. 

Contrary to accounts in the Washing- 
ton Post and New York, ’Times , Sprague 
never announced that he did not intend 
to tell potential witnesses that their re- 
corded words would be subject later to 
stress evaluation. 

Gonzalez began his series of direct 
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disruptions by firing Sprague in late 
February, a move later blocked by the 
other 11 committee members. After 
cutting off the travel and telephone bud- 
gets, Gonzalez almost singlehandedly 
subverted the probe by barring commit- 
tee researchers from the FBI and Secret 
Service files at their disposal. 

“Who got to Henry?” became the 
question lingering in the background at 
the committee hearings . The best 
answer may lie in Gonzalez's own af- 
finity for that fringe of the conspiracy 
research community that finds the CIA 
everywhere. Somewhere along the line, 
some observers speculate, Gonzalez be- 
came convinced that the select commit- 
tee was infiltrated and that he alone 
knew it. Others suggest that his subter- 
fuge may have its source in allegiances 
built up during many years in Texas 
politics. 

Even if the committee fails to deliver 
a definitive explanation of the two 
killings, as seems likely given its 
current disarray, it should at least pro- 
vide some of the answers to the “hun- 
dreds of unsolved questions” that 




former committee chairman Thomas 
Downing says have been pinpointed. 

Interesting tidbits have already 
leaked out. The select committee has 
discovered at least one previously 
unknown associate of James Earl Ray 
who reported that Ray was given some 
assistance and possibly money in Portu- 
gal while on the lam after the Memphis 
murder. It has also located new wit- 
nesses whose testimony seems to bol- 
ster the contention that the bullet found 
at Dallas's Parkland Hospital— a key 
piece of evidence linking Oswald to 
Kennedy's murder— may have been 
planted. 

Jack Anderson has made a startling 
turnaround from the Castro-did-it 
theory he has pursued for years. He now 
reports that a CIA-affiliated, anti- 
Castro exile told investigators that in 
the fall of 1963 he saw Oswald in the 
company of a CIA agent who, after 
November 22 , sought to fabricate a link 
between Oswald and the Castro govern- 
ment. 

The myste]*y witness, whom Ander- 
son labels “Mr. X , ” says he was also re- 
cruited by i;he CIA to make two 
attempts on Fidel Castro's life, the 
second of which was planned to coin- 
cide with a Castro visit to Chile in 1971 . 
Among the plotters in that attempt was 
a Venezuelan named Luis Posada 
Cariles, who was indicted last December 
in Venezuela on murder charges 
stemming from the crash of a Cuban jet- 
liner last fall. Evidence from Posada’s 
apartment in Caracas reportedly also 
links him to the September killing of 
Chilean exile Orlando Letelier and 
American activist Ronnie Moffit in 
Washington. 

Another committee member John 
Anderson (R-Il) suggests that the 
murders of underworld figures Sam 
Giancana and John Roselli— major 
figures in the Castro assassination 
plots— also may prove relevant to the 
committee's work. 

These and other questions indicate 
the select committee's unwillingness to 
become mired in the traditional cover 
stories of Ray's racism and Oswald's 
Marxism. But it is still doubtful that a 
government committee can take the 
necessary long, hard look into questions 
about the roles of government agencies 
that are so central to these mysteries . □ 
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